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Abstract 
This study examined Vocational Education and National Security and stability 
in Nigeria. The national goals, philosophies and educational objectives were 
highlighted. It was enunciated that the meaning and objectives of Vocational 
Education is hinged on these National goals and philosophies. A careful 
examination of the objectives of Vocational Education revealed that the 
programme has not been embraced otherwise youths would not be found on 
the street posing a serious threat to the nation’s security and stability. It is 
therefore concluded that when youths are useful and functional in the society 
they would have no time to perpetuate violence. Since Vocational Education 
permeated in the entire educational level, it should be well positioned to 
achieve its goals. Again, the nation stands the risk of continually erupting in 
violence when these youths are given poor vocational Education. Based on the 
conclusions drawn, the following recommendations are made: there should be 
a reduction in the number of unqualified primary school teaches by 80 
percent; mobilization of community and private-sector involvement in 
education should be taken seriously by both school authorities and 
government representatives. 
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 Education, be it in the informal or formal approach; basic, secondary or tertiary 
levels aims at preparing an individual for useful living both for himself and the society 
in which he lives. Nigeria’s quest to bring prosperity to her citizenry through sound 
education can be described as unending. Okon and Akpan (2011) viewed education as a 
search light that could be employed by any nation to illuminate the society for 
direction. During this search process, the nation found Vocational Education, 
sometimes described as Vocational Technical Education (VTE) as a means of 
sustainable development. Vocational education could be seen as veritable tool for 
harnessing Nigerian’s abundant natural, human, and material resources. Hence, many 
people would therefore continue to express their views and exert influence in the 
determination of the educational policies, resource allocation and evaluation of 
educational programmes. Ozigbo (2002) acknowledged this fact and asserted that the 
determination of educational policies rests on Nigerians. This view was also noted by 
Osuala (1999) who maintained that education in general is an exercise of everyone, and 
added that Nigeria is very sensitive to the need of Vocational Education for teeming 
population in order to equip them with saleable skills. Government, through the 
Ministry of Education and appropriate boards and other agencies administers and 
controls the country’s educational system with a view to promoting national goals, 
harnessing her resource potentials, creating wealth and with a view to ending the twin 
chronic poverty and unemployment already perceived to be at an alarming rate in the 
country. Both the Ashby Commission’s Report and the Olman’s Report recognised this 
fact and recommended that VTE be improved through diversified secondary school 
curricula, rapid expansion in University education among others. Subsequent efforts in 
promoting VTE as a means of achieving economic prosperity include the National 
Curriculum Conference of 1966; formulation and production of the National Policy on 
Education (NPE) document in 1977, revised 1981 and 2004; introduction of the 6-3-3-4 
system of education in 1986, and recently, the introduction of the Universal Basic 
Education in 2002. 
 
 In recent times, media reports are flooded with striking acts of violence in 
Nigeria. The incidence of insecurity characterized by violence in virtually all parts of 
the country ordinarily would not have made one think of referencing education 
especially when the acts of violence do not involve school children or are traceable to 
the school. At the same time, it is pertinent to ask who the actors are. What age bracket 
do they fall within? What level of education have they attained? What do they do for a 
living? And so on. The recent insurgents across the country such as Niger Delta 
Militants in in the Creeks of South-South geopolitical zone of Nigeria, Boko Haram in 
the North Eastern part of Nigeria and their operational strategy including the use of 
sophisticated weaponry clearly point to the fact that these youths are not illiterates. But 
the question is, what educational foundation did they acquire? Are youths given 
grammar-type education without vocational skills? This research work leaves would be 
readers to ponder about this.   
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 Nigerians in all works of life should think about the ugly incidence of terrorism 
that has engulfed the country for some time now. Vocational educational education 
should be improved. 
 
 Looking at the provision of the National policy on Education in relation to 
Vocational Technical Education more probing questions could be asked thus, have the 
laudable objectives of Vocational Technical Education been achieved? If they are 
achieved, to what extent is the achievement able to check Nigeria’s security 
challenges? This is what this paper aims to achieve. 
 
The Place of Vocational Education in the National Policy on Education (NPE) 
 In formulating any policy on education, the overall philosophy and goals of the 
nation must be considered. FGN 92004) states that the overall philosophy of Nigeria is 
to live in Unity and harmony as one indivisible, indissoluble, democratic and sovereign 
nation founded on the principles of freedom, equality and justice; promoter inter-
African solidarity and world peace through understanding. The five main national goals 
have been endorsed as the necessary foundation for the national Policy on Education. 
These are the building of: a free and democratic society; a just an egalitarian society; a 
great and dynamic economy; a land full of bright opportunities for all citizens (FGN, 
2004). Therefore, in Nigeria’s philosophy of education, it is believed that: education is 
an instrument for national development. Education fosters the worth and development 
of the individual, for each individual’s sake, and for the general development of the 
society. There is therefore the need for functional education, for the promotion of a 
progressive, united Nigeria. To this end, school programmes need to be relevant, 
practical and comprehensive, with interest and ability should determine the individual’s 
direction in education. 
 
 Nigeria’s philosophy of education therefore is based on: the development of 
individual into a sound and effective citizen; the full integration of an individual into 
the community; and the provision of equal access to educational opportunities for all 
citizens of the country at the primary, secondary and tertiary levels both inside and 
outside the formal school system. The policy (FGN 2004) further stressed that for the 
philosophy to be in harmony with Nigeria’s national goals, education has to be geared 
towards self-realization, better human relationship, individual and national efficiency, 
effective citizenship, national consciousness, national unity, as well as towards social, 
cultural, economic, political, scientific and technological progress. From the 
philosophies, the national educational goals have been derived. These include: the 
inculcation of national consciousness and national unity; the inculcation of the right 
type of values and attitudes for the survival of the individual and the Nigeria society; 
among others. 
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 Vocational education is therefore hinged on these national goals and 
philosophy, FGN (2004) see Vocational (and Technical) Education as a comprehensive 
term referring to those aspects of the educational process involving in addition to 
general education, the study of technologies and related sciences and the acquisition of 
practical skills, attitudes, understanding and knowledge relating to occupations in 
various sectors of the economic and social life. Vocational Education is understood to 
be: an integral part of general education; a means of preparing for occupational fields 
and for effective participation in the world of work; an aspect of lifelong learning and a 
preparation for responsible citizenship; a method of alleviating poverty; an instrument 
for promoting environmentally sound sustainable development. 
 Osuala 92004) identified the following areas of vocational education: 

a. Vocational agricultural education 
b. Vocational business education 
c. Vocational health education 
d. Vocational home Occupations Education 
e. Vocational Industrial Education 
f. Vocational Distributive (Marketing) Education 
g. Vocational Technical Education 

 
The author further explained that Vocational Education programme must 

continue to reflect new emerging economic and social changes of the twenty-fist 
century, and be readily available to people of all ages. 

 
 Vocational Education can be obtained through apprenticeship system. On –the-
job training as well as formal schooling. However, the formal schooling has been given 
much attention by government than others. In the formal schooling Vocational 
Education can be obtained at all levels of education (Okon and Akpan, 2011). 
 
 This further strengthens the views of Osuala (2004:15) that, “The most 
appropriate context for training in useful skills for occupational competence is the 
school. However, the author (OSuala, 2004) observed that the schools and colleges of 
the land have remained too academic. The researchers would attribute this to the type 
of education our colonial suzerain bequeathed on Nigerians.   Of course, the British 
schools were fashioned with major emphasis on pure knowledge and western cultural 
values and less emphasis on technical knowledge and practical skills. Our curricular 
seem to be biased towards white collar jobs rather than the practical needs of the 
society. This may account partly for the high rate of school drop-out and the attendant 
risk of unemployment in Nigeria, and consequently the threat of insecurity.  
 
Vocational Education and Security Challenges and Stability in Nigeria 
 Haydon (1999) noted that it is appropriate to say that more morality in schools 
equals less violence. The researcher would add that more vocational skills acquisitions 
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in schools equal less violence. This expression suggests a causal relationship: more 
morality in schools will lead to less violence in society. Violence in the society 
especially when it is perpetrated by mature adults therefore brings to mind the question, 
“what has gone wrong with these people’s education? The following issues are 
therefore raised (Haydon 1999): 

a. Violence brings about insecurity and instability in the society 
b. People who are well educated will note be violent 
c. If children receive adequate moral education, they would not be violent 
d. Every adult member in the society when he was young, received some form of 

education 
 

The researcher could also raise the following issues in addition 
e. Children who receive adequate vocational education and training would not be 

violent. 
f. People who acquire adequate skills through Vocational Education would be 

engaged in useful occupations. 
g. People who acquire adequate Vocational Education will have positive values 

 
State of the Nigerian Educational System 

According to the Federal Ministry of Education (2003) the state of the Nigerian 
Educational system is in crisis. These are x-rayed as key issues and challenges in the 
education sector. 
 
Key issues and Challenges in the Educational Sector Include 
1. Institutional Issues: Declining academic standards; low admission capacity 
(Funnel syndrome); examination malpractice; cultism; crumbling infrastructure; 
inadequate facilities. Other issues are - unstable cost structure; policy and structural 
issues; poor relations between Federal and State agencies; archaic examination system; 
lack of proper implementation of policies; communication gap between education 
sector operators and society;  corruption of the monitoring and policing systems; 
curriculum issues; substitution of standards of excellence; lack of strategic support 
from civil society; high cost of quality education 
 
2. High cost of Quality Education: Non-existent critical knowledge base; skills 
gap between Nigerian and other Nations; unemployment (warehoused products); 
underemployment; creation of 3 demographic generations; those educated locally in 
public schools; those educated abroad; inadequate manpower; brain drain 

 
3. Socio-Cultural Issues: Deviant retooling of a generation (419); cybercrime 
etc; breakdown of the family unit; absentee parenthood; dangerous trans-border media 
influence (e.g. via the internet); moral degradation; drying reading culture; alternate 
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role models; warped reward and value system (where education does not matter 
anymore but money does!) 

 
4. Generation Issues: Generational gap between parents and children; generation 
gap between teachers and students; old values system versus new culture paradigm 

In view of the challenges highlighted above, stakeholders should partner in 
education for improvement. Key areas for partnership should include: educational 
institutions partnering with government, Non- Governmental Organisations, individuals 
etc. and teachers’ development programmes. One of the keys to creating intelligent 
society is through our teachers. Therefore effective training of teachers is called for. 
Think of the number of teachers you have come across in your life time; think of those 
of them you could call Great Teachers then ask yourself what made them so great. Two 
elements are involve here Another important issue is value. Values are worthwhile 
attributes. Concerning values, the following areas are important and when taken 
seriously by stakeholders could bring about improvement in the educational system. 
These are: 

i. People, especially those in educational environment should exhibit positive 
values. Make a  list of your values e.g. thing s that motivate you towards those 
values 

ii. Identify the key drivers i.e. things that motivate you towards those values 
iii. What are the things, people or activities that are more important to you? 
iv. What do you do in your leisure time? 
v. What would you do with only six months left for you to live? 

vi. To what are you willing to dedicate your life? 
vii. What causes you pains and what brings you pleasure? 

 
The value filter: to know values that are right, it must pass through REPLANT 

value filter i.e values must be; right; excellent; pure; lovely; admirable; noble and; 
truth. The second are is attitude, which could mean the external expression of one’s 
internal beliefs and convictions. It determines the discussions we make in life and 
ultimately actions we take. Positive attitude should be encouraged within members of 
the educational system. 
 
Conclusion 
 Vocational Education is much needed for the production of youths who would 
be useful to themselves and so the society in which they live. When youths are useful 
and functional in the society they would have no time to perpetrate violence. Since 
Vocational Education permeated in the entire educational level, it should be well 
positioned to achieve its goals. On the other hand, the nation stands the risk of 
continually erupting in violence when these youths are given poor vocational 
Education. Qualified manpower, modern technology and a well-designed curriculum 
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religiously being implemented would have the current trend in insecurity through 
reduced unemployment. 
 
Recommendations 
1. Inclusion of MGD’s and NEEDS in the school curricular according to National 
Planning commission (2004”20), “despite great natural wealth, Nigeria is poor and 
social development is limited. If present trends continue, the country is likely to meet ht 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Poverty has may causes. One source of 
poverty is the lack of basic services such as education. Of course, one of the MDGs is 
the declaration that UN member states would achieve universal primary education. 
 

Nigeria should therefore work towards actualizing the goal through NEEDS thrust 
hence: 

i. Reduced the number of unqualified primary school teachers by 80 percent 
ii. Mobilize community and private-sector involvement in education 

iii. Completion of universal basic education programme 
iv. Improve access to adult education and offer scholarships 

 
Maduewesi (2005) cited in Lawani (2006:69) noted that any nation that plays 

with her primary schools education pays with the progress and future of the nation. 
Therefore, Nigeria’s future would be guaranteed with a sound educational delivery at 
the primary school level. 

2. More practical approaches should be adopted in the implementation of 
curriculum of schools. Form universal basic to tertiary levels of education, 
practical courses should be taught with practical activities aided with modern 
tools and machines. 

3. Moral values should be inculcated in schools though moral instructions and well 
formalized counselling and orientation services for school children. 

4. Parents should be more pragmatic in their parental care to be able to check 
unruly behaviours in their children. 

5. Religious organization should show more concern/organize programs capable of 
creating awareness of good conduct for the youths in the society through media 
outfits. 

6. Educational policies, programmes an system should be experimented over time 
and not to be changed with change of government. 
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